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them that he had not understood what Wollaston was
attempting and that he had developed his experiments and
ideas independently. In 1823 Faraday was proposed as a
candidate for Fellowship of the Royal Society. Though
Wollaston supported his candidature, Davy opposed it
vigorously. Davy even requested Faraday to ask his
proposers to withdraw his name, but Faraday said that as
lie had not proposed himself he could not have the proposals
withdrawn. Davy then said that, as President, he would
remove his name from the list, to which Faraday replied,
that he was sure Davy would do what was best for the
Royal Society. Davy's jealousy of Faraday was partly due
to vanity, and the common failing of a master to appreciate
in a pupil talents as great as his own. The misunder-
standing over the electro-magnetic rotations was followed
by another over the liquefaction of chlorine. In 1810
Davy had shown that the solid substance obtained by
exposing chlorine, as usually prepared, to a low temperature,
was not liquid chlorine, but a compound of chlorine and
water. Taking advantage of cold weather, Faraday decided
to analyse some specimens of this hydrate. Davy happened
to visit the laboratory while experiments were proceeding
and suggested that if the specimens were exposed to heat
under pressure, interesting results might be obtained.
Faraday followed the suggestion and heated the solid in
one leg of a strong bent closed tube. He obtained an oily
liquid in the other leg, which proved to be liquid chlorine.
In his capacity as President, Davy added a note to the
paper that Faraday wrote for the Philosophical Transactions,
in which he virtually claimed nearly all the credit for the
discovery. Faraday's lack of complete originality in this
research was used by Davy as an argument against his
election to the Royal Society. In spite of Davy's initial
opposition, Faraday was elected a Fellow in 1824. Only
one black ball was counted against him. Years later
Faraday told a friend that his relations with Davy after the
election changed, and never became as cordial as before.
In the next year Faraday wrote an account of all the
investigators who had liquefied chlorine before both of them!